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Douglas, Lloyd The Big Fisherman. Houghton, 


Miflin. Nov. 16,1948. $3.75. 


the most guarded and least enthusiastic “blurb” 
any publisher has used decorate the dust-jacket 
novel that which graces the slip-cover The Big Fisher- 
man: “Only the author The Robe could write The Big 
Yes, indeed. That artful ambiguity, edi- 
you have read The Robe, dear 
vou know what expect Big Fisherman. 
Simon Bar-Jona calls John Ben-Zebedee “Johnny Herod 
Antipas addresses Joseph Arimathea ebecca 
Becky. Everyone chummy, slangy. The 
al, political, social and historical background lush and 
reminding one pious, brightly-colored and out-of- 
drawings Grandma Moses, “modern-primitive” 

And there love-story, running into all sorts 
and complications borrowed with some abandon 
fom the New Testament. And over all warm and 
haze sentimental piety, sweet 
favor Christianity. The ordinary reader, the 
addict will thrilled with feeling reading 
book for change; but critical reviewer finds this 
thing annoying, amorphous, banal. 


Ina review The Robe for Best Sellers 1942 (just 
this time), judged: “Historically there are many 
minor errors; Mr. Douglas has not the scholarship 
Robert Graves, Lion Feuchtwanger, Manuel Kom- 
Scriptural scholars, particularly Catholics, will 
wonder the omission any mention Pentecost, 
the merely casual allusion the Last Supper, the sup- 
hood, (save the rather presbyterian respect for the apostles 
The feeding the five thousand 


half-explained away greater miracle than the 
power Christ’s example prompting those with lunch- 
baskets share their food with those who did not provide 
for There little reason this 
estimate. Pentecost gets description The Big Fisher- 
man, and Mr. Douglas manufactures mysterious young 
man “in white samite” with cross embroidered over his 
pocket, summon the scattered faithful, one hun- 
dred and twenty, (twelve multiplied ten), the Guild- 
hall the Coppersmiths (!) Jerusalem for the great 
event. But the Last Sup per again gets mere mention, 
and reference all made the solemn consecration 
the Bread and the Wine. The “miracle the loaves” 
remains the same Mr. Douglas’ theology; and the 
Apostles, with the exception Simon-called-Peter, are 
hardly more than names. 


Those who have read with relish and religious inspiration 
the Four Gospels, the Acts the Apostles, the Letters 
Peter and James and John, will more less revolted 
this amateurish treatment the world’s most dynamic 
and moving story. Jesus pictured itinerant preacher 
and skilled cabinet-maker who cannot perform any wonder 
healing, psychic physical, without breaking into 
sweat, “because takes much out Him”. Simon 
the Fisherman represented six-foot-four and blun- 
dering bumblehead, agnostic who searches out Jesus, 
urged curiosity and disturbed the compelling 
power Jesus’ voice, the touch his hand, and the 
healing blind child. Mary, the Mother Jesus 
never mentioned. The accepted chronology events 
the New Testament are displaced, supposedly for greater 
effect, but oddly enough without achieving any such pur- 
pose. 


3 
ov. 
948. 
Story, 
162. 
ct. 15, 


Douglas Walsh 


great deal imagination—I should say rather, great 
deal too much romantic imagination—has gone into 
the making The Big Fisherman. There are multitude 
fictional characters, Roman, Arabian, Greek, Jewish. 
None them recognizable human being, the kind 
creature that remains always “character story”. 
Fifty percent the tale concerned with the romance 
desert prince and princess, Voldi and Fara (also called 
Esther). For the information those who might 
wondering what happens, they eventually marry, did 
Marcellus and Diana The Robe; but not, dear reader, 
without lot heartache, hard riding, and tender tears. 
Peter’s (Simon’s incidentally, one ever calls him 
“Si” “Sime” story runs down very quickly 
after the Pentecost episode. almost Mr. Douglas 
had grown weary the whole thing, was bit afraid 
getting into serious situations let his imagination 
dwell what Peter did for the thirty years between the 
Crucifixion Christ and his own crucifixion Rome 
under Nero. fact, Mr. Douglas leaves open ques- 
tion whether Peter survived Tiberius. 


The Big Fisherman will doubtless widely read, because 
the author’s earlier adventure New Testament fiction- 
alizing was tremendously popular. But has literary 
have much time and trouble given the publication 
book that might have been far, far better than is. 
The over-all impression one half-realization, poor 
organization, and rash improvisation. The weakness 
the book the weakness cautious protestant approach 
the Christian faith: emotional, half-credulous, 
embarrassedly uncertain, walking the slack-wire way above 
vertiginous neo-Arianism. Abbé Fouard’s St. Peter 


and the Early Years Christianity one hundred per- 
cent more interesting, more exciting, and more accurate 
than The Big Fisherman. And, between us, dear readers, 
the New Testament still the best account the Life 
Christ, well the character and life Simon- 


called Peter. The trouble is, think, that Mr. Douglas 
imagines; does not meditate. But, his publisher 
admits: Only the author The Robe could write The 
Big Fisherman. Caveat, others words, emptor. 


Grady, S.J., 


University Scranton 


Walsh, William Thomas. Saint Peter the Apostle. 
Macmillan. Nov. 1948. 307p. $3.50. 


the opening sentence the preface Mr. Walsh tells 
us: have often wondered why there were few books 
about Saint Peter, compared the vast number Saint 
Paul.” Not content with merely asking himself this ques- 
tion began intensive reading the life and times 
the Prince the Apostles. The final result was the ap- 
pearance the present work, his second venture into the 
field hagiography. St. Peter the Apostle only about 
half the size his monumental study St. Theresa, and 
yet must have been far more difficult book write. 


The Mystic Avila has told the history her soul her 
autobiography and very often her ascetical works. 
Regarding her external activity there her correspond- 
ence, her own account the convents that she establish- 
ed, and equally abundant and reliable material from the 
testimony her contemporaries and personal acquaint- 


Best 


ances. But the greater part St. Peter’s life veiled 
obscurity. know nothing him before his 
ance the pages Scripture married man, 
earns his livelihood fishing. Unlike St. Paul his 
sionary journeys have not been recorded. His two 
not supply with the precious biographical informa 
tion that often find the fourteen Pauline 
his stay Antioch the only thing mentioned 
New Testament the dispute with St. Paul. 
have indisputable evidence, from various 
sources, that St. Peter actually came Rome and 
martyred there, still only few facts about his labors 
the Eternal City have come down us. 


For these periods St. Peter’s life the author constantly 
forced use phrases, such possible,” “he probably 
did,” “if may continue imagine,” etc. Such 
jectures, even when kept within reasonable limits, are 
best unsatisfactory. Thus there are two traditions 
St. Peter’s wife, one that she has already died before 
became apostle, the other that she was still alive 
was martyred for the faith many years later. Walsh 
(p.28) holds the former opinion, while the Abbé Fouard 
his life St. Peter (p.248) prefers the latter. 


While the paucity and unreliability the source-material 
disappear when Mr. Walsh comes the Gospels, 
here faced with intricate problem different kind, 
his biography St. Theresa could always keep her 
the limelight, but this proved impossible the present 
instance. The reason because the God-Man completely 
overshadows the Apostle and dominates every 
Hence these pages necessarily resemble 
life Jesus. Indeed they suffer comparison with such 
masterpieces Biblical erudition, those Fillion and 
Ricciotti, for Mr. Walsh makes claim being pro 
fessional exegete. thoroughly has this phase St. 
Peter’s career been studied, connection with that 
the Savior, that reader, familiar with the New Testa 
ment, will find nothing new this book. times 
Walsh discusses things that are not mentioned the 
four Evangelists, for example, that St. Peter probably 
had “little confidence” the traitor Judas from their 
first meeting (p.53). His opinion such matters may 
may not true. 

spite these and bearing mind the 
above-mentioned limitations, Mr. Walsh has written 
worth-while biography. has painted words vivid 
portrait the fisherman from Galilee, who became 
official representative earth. also gives many 
interesting sidelights Jewish and Roman customs, 
gether with brief account early Christian beliefs and 
practices. Only very rarely does cite the secondary 
index. 


Mr. Walsh confused about the Herod dynasty, not 
unpardonable sin, since four different rulers this name 
play important roles the history the New 
ment. Thus asserts that Herod Agrippa 
was the son Herod the Great and was reigning when 
St. Peter became apostle. There are two errors here. 
Herod Agrippa was the Herod the Great, 
and Herod Antipas was the ruler the time specified. 
249 declares that Herod Agrippa II, who had 
already stained his hands with the blood St. John the 
Baptist and placed the purple cloak Christ during the 
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Passion, inaugurated the persecution after Pentecost 
St. Peter was imprisoned. again there are 
errors. Herod Antipas was the one, who martyred 
the Baptist and humiliated the Savior, while his nephew, 
Herod Agrippa (not II), cast St. Peter into prison. 


Students the Bible will challenge some the author’s 
interpretations the sacred text. Two instances must 
247 ventures the opinion: “It was prob- 
Peter, too, who taught Paul the words the institu- 
ion the Eucharist, which quotes correctly,” Also, 
him, “more probable, both psychologically 
and historically” that the dispute between St. Peter and 
Paul Antioch preceded the Council Jerusalem 
Almost all exegetes the contrary are agreed 
that St. Paul’s knowledge the Last Supper came him 


from revelation Christ Himself 


Cor. 11:23-26). There likewise practically unanimity 
among them that the famous incident Antioch took 
after this Council. Knabenbauer his Commen- 
the Epistle the Galatians, p.440-1, and Prat 
his Theology St. Paul, p.49-51, ably summarize 
the arguments against Mr. Walsh’s hypothesis. 

Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 

St. Clement’s Mission House, 

Ephrata, Pennsylvania 


Roosevelt and Hopkins: In- 
20, 1948. 979p. 


Sherwood,. Robert. 
timate History. 
$6.00. 

people who have been variously described political 
adolescents and political illiterates here book which 
can well serve their combined Wilderness and Mc- 
Guffey’s Reader. Vivid almost the point cruelty 
delineating our immaturity toward both national leaders 
and problems remains nevertheless political primer 
major import. fact, might reasonably urged that 
Mr. Sherwood’s lengthy opus will more for 
the political education the American people than will 
academic and more orthodox readings the field 
political science. catches democracy its raw un- 
moments and its starry idealism; America 
its tawdriest and its best. 


1 
the 
is 


1 
po 


Sherwood’s story which reveals inferentially those fine 
shadings which distinguish the politician from the states- 
man. Since Roosevelt and Hopkins were both—and since 
each his own right could well the hero any man- 
drama-focussing the spotlight becomes highly diffi- 
cult job for even the most expert technician. The author, 
thrice Pulitzer prize-winner, carries off these dual assign- 
ments magnificently. That Sherwood should able 
accomplish this assignment not due literary talents 
alone. one Roosevelt’s ghost writers and mem- 
ber the celebrated “cuff link gang” the White House, 
Sherwood was able move easy familiarity with the 
major figures his fascinating drama. watched them 
close range before curtain time, sans make-up, jittery, 
pathetically and sometimes beautifully human. missed 
none those things which the professional writer laps up. 
But went good deal further with this project, for 
nearly three years solid historical research went into 
its making. The result excellent writing 
factual presentation. will constantly surprise and de- 
light the reader observe that even close 
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pretentious figure Roosevelt the shadows never 
swallow Harry Hopkins. Sometimes mild protest 
sometimes gesture—yet word movement used skill- 
fully alert the reader that the stage has been set for 
two—and the two are Hopkins and Roosevelt. 


Harry Hopkins turns out sort Iowa Cinderella- 
man. Whether the White House the Kremlin 
seems ready explode himself anyone who would 
hear him out, “What doing here?” Many shared 
his amazement; many more suffered more nightmarish 
reaction his meteoric rise. clue his political suc- 
cess lies the fact that was “doer” who appeared 
the American horizon time when prompt action was 
demanded. this capacity for effective action was added 
marvelous perceptive power which stood him excellent 
stead during the critical years the Roosevelt administra- 
tion. His was the philosophy the pragmatic sociologist 
—not always admirable from the standpoint logic but 
invariably sincere and well-intentioned. His oft de- 
nounced WPA program was designed “get the greatest 
possible number work the shortest possible time! 
For Hopkins the productivity that work was second- 
ary importance; naturally the new Santa Claus alienated 
large and influential segments the populace whose tax 
money flowed easily—and them—so wastefully into 
these leaf-raking projects. Partly because this and 
partly because his own brusque manner Hopkins be- 
came one the most maligned and hated figures public 
life. was the favorite whipping boy hostile news- 
men and the vicious stories circulated him might well 
serve timely lesson those many Americans who are 
disturbed and sobered our new epidemic smear 
campaigns. 

Like most Washington officials position push their 
ambitions Hopkins was bitten the bug, and 
with Roosevelt’s blessing, worked actively toward that end 
until 1938. After that time cancer and subsidiary ail- 
ments robbed him physical vigor and, concomitantly, 
narrow selfish ambition. the subsequent years Hop- 
kins became selfless, generous servant the American 
people; was Roosevelt’s good man, Friday—ubiquitious 
and times disconcertingly omniscient. Sherwood admits 
that Hopkins may have been quilty errors fact or, 
interpretation but convinced that Harry Hopkins 
never sinned with full consent the will. 

the second figure the story Roosevelt emerges 
“complex” person, man whose inner fortress was never 
breached. Since many men instinctively dislike what 
they not understand was patent that Roosevelt was 
destined have many detractors well many honest 
critics. Add this fact the number vital decisions 
which was forced make and which often hurt men 
his own and other nations and becomes easier ap- 
preciate the intense feelings that are associated with his 
name. Roosevelt shows advantage war-time 
leader the American people. Decision after decision 
was taken successfully when the stakes were the destinies 
nations; the magnificent prosecution the war testi- 
mony enough his genius. Roosevelt his worst 
the politician manipulating half-truths gain reelection, 
leader haunted Wilson’s ghost and terrified the 
fear that Congress and the people might repudiate him 
either knew the full story. Sherwood feels that such 
repudiation would have been catastrophic for ourselves 
and the free peoples the world and proceeds argue 
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that that time urgency well-nigh approaching 
calamity was difficult for even the most discerning 
see exactly what do, how and how tell the 
American people what was done. 


any respects this book failure because Mr. 
Sherwood assumes what Roosevelt’s critics most vehe- 
mently challenge, and that the premise that the only 
way save the world and western civilization was through 
America’s armed intervention. Grant the premise and 
Sherwood persuasive, and logical. Deny that major and 
the book becomes disconcerting account virtuosity 
without virtue and politics without principles. Even agree- 
ing with the author’s thesis will not bring completely 

satisfactory reading. One might well challenge his 
commentary the State Department under Mr. Hull, 
particularly since the latter was handicapped the Presi- 
dent’s penchant for using unorthodox means secure in- 
formation and execute decisions. Less than one full para- 
graph given the Morgentheau Plan which stands out 
one the most egregious blunders our war-time 
diplomacy. mission Moscow receives similarly 
summary treatment and the Welles-Hull feud the 
presentation all the former’s favor. Above all, the 
reader will follow avidly the story Yalta; here are 
made understand that Russia, too, made her conces- 
sions the interest world unity. However, Clio has 
yet demonstrate that Russia’s grants—grudgingly given 
—were anywhere equal her gains. Despite many 
clear manifestations its strong partisanship Sherwood’s 
work shines forth one the most brilliant Roosevelt 
apologias thus far written. rings sincerity and au- 


thenticity. Time will demonstrate the validity its main 
theme, but the interim, thoughtful Americans can 


better than peruse carefully and critically Sherwood’s 
tale these two Americans—Roosevelt and Hopkins. 


Clarence Walton, Ph.D., 
Department History, 
University Scranton 


Moore, Ruth. The Fire Balloon. 
1948. 347p. $3.00. 

There something missing Ruth Moore’s dissertation, 
and its absence noticeable lack seasoning 
well-cooked roast beef. Surely the Sewells, with their 
traditions and the everyday family problems their be- 
loved, wind-whipped Maine village are solid enough; the 
style produces neatly dove-tailed integration events; 
the description and choice adjectives are carefully 
placed lend persuasion the entire canvas. But that 
indefinable quantity, that elusive spark which distinguishes 
the flesh and bones lively reading adventure, only 
spottily evidence. 

Maybe the characters themselves, being exactly the stock 
you might expect inhabit Scratch Corner, are fault 
their very typification. They are standard New Eng- 
land their shoestrings—brusque, vituperative Gram 
Sarah Sewell, whose old ship’s spyglass afforded sweep- 
ing view the town and harbor from her house the 
hill; Morgan, the ambitious yaunger son, whose parsimony 
was familiar the villagers his sincere hard work 
his Southern wife Emily; Sylvanus, the older brother, 
wiser fisherman than Morgan, but less aspiring and 
more peaceful nature; Phoebe, his wife: their children, 


Morrow. Nov. 


Moore Ottley 


teen-aged Wes and Theo, and abnormal 
Jacky; “venerable Uncle Wheat and his 


Foley Craddock. 


perhaps the story too lateral, when could 
greater effect have belonged either Gram Sarah 
Theo. is, though the three them are 
probed their utmost capacities, they still overshadow th: 
others. 


Theo, “The Fire Balloon” which she had seen 
child one Fourth July symbolized all the 
loveliness which she longed, someday, own. For 
while she seemed have rediscovered its meaning 
Howard Thurlow, easy-smiling drifter whom she 
working Leon’s restaurant during high school vaca 
tion. Through her innocent involvement suicide 
the impractical bubble burst, and she learned 
through the dead Roger Drummey’ diary the fortification 
and scope genuine love which she would 
always. 


For Wes, growing was equally heartbreaking 
ture. His road maturity lay the decision stay 
Scratch Corner with his kinsfoik rather than accept the 
city-dream for which had aimed year after year 
cementing his relations with the wealthy Beacons, par 
the snob summer tourist trade. 


Gram Sarah, course, keeps active finger each 
individual Sewell crisis. She rules rails well from 
her perch the spyglass from her sick bed, never fora 
moment softening her prejudices with spontaneous charity 
nor conceding her position absolute matriarch. 


Adults will probably read the book with 
chuckle and some stimulus. Because its several sug 
gestive passages and profanity, not exactly adolescent 
fare. 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


Ottley, Roi. Black Odyssey. 
1948. 340p. $3.50. 


the United States reaches for moral leadership the 
world there growing awareness that 
problems are longer our own. While our leader 
lecture nations about their behavior, decry the fact that 
the world half slave and half free, certain forces remind 
that our position might embarrassed fail 
reconcile our slogans democracy with one our basic 
problems—the position the Negro American society. 


Oct. 25, 


Scribner’s. 


late, several notable publications, which should 
tribute toward better understanding between our white 
and colored citizens, have made their appearance. But 
these were primarily biographical nature, extolling 
the contributions certain prominent members theit 
race. Black Odyssey more general and traces the story 
the Negro the United States from the day 1619, 
when Black Anthony Johnson arrived Jamestown, 
the present. not history the strictest technical 
sense, since personalized anecdotes and human 
interest sketches which reflect the spirit 
which the persons lived. 


Contrary popular belief, the Negro early colonial 
days was comparatively free and often 
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yidual. However, the colonies grew, and the demand 
cheap labor increased, was reduced the status 
For brief period his hopes for freedom were 
the role was permitted assume during the 
period. But when American independence 
was celebrated the Negro was once again separated from 
the national community. Even when freedom finally 
came his way, was soon perceive the elusiveness 
the reality. Only today, eighty years after Emancipation, 
she beginning emerge free citizen. But the barriers 
segregation are still not lifted. they will remain 
dosed long the Negro deprived the ballot 
southern states. However, fourteen million people 
remain forever supppressed, and unless something 
done about democracy, “God gonna keep 
white according one Ottley’s 
simple recitation facts and statistics would have 
deprived Black Oddysey much its force and stimu- 
utilizing his reportorial style the author has 
note humanness and vividness into his 
Thus warmth and feeling are added the 
many unknown facts about his people. 
recall one these interesting sidelights. Probably 
few people are aware that the original owner 
Tavern, the old historic landmark New York 
City, was Samuel Fraunces, free man called “Black 
the other hand, there are moments when one 
shocked the horrible brutality and degradation 
the picture, when Ottley describes stud men and slave 
Yet these are but part the ordeals his people 
have had suffer. 
Despite all the objectivity and lack emotionalism with 
which Ottley expresses his views, regretted 
that little made what Catholics have done 
better racial understanding this country. While 
tis noticeable omission, should not deter serious 
the problem from otherwise worthy volume. 
Aselected bibliography and index are beneficial features. 

Francis 

Manhattan College, 

New York City 


Marshall, Edison. Castle the 


Oct. 21, 1948. $3.00. 


and “bawdy” are two the most overworked 
adjectives our day. Add the word “lush,” and you 
have about got this book. The author seems the 
that anything could happen South Carolina 
pre-Civil War days. Ingredients—an old Southern 
mansion, swamp, lots Spanish moss, inno- 
Beauty, evil-hearted Beauty, tortured negroes, 
man—throw all together, add some snakes and 
hurricane, season with hatred, revenge and Lots Pas- 
there you have it. 

Dan, the “hero,” foundling brought orphanage, 
knows nothing his family; but adopted, when 
boy, lame violinist, Noel Reed. Noel proceeds 
tell this young child not only the story his lameness, 
how his back was injured childhood, playing with his 
younger brother, Ralph; but also his love for the high- 
born Madeline who was married his elder brother, 
Bruce, and who, after Bruce’s mysterious death, married 
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the sinister Ralph. bloodcurdling accents, “Pa” calls 
upon young Dan devote his life Vengeance. Experi- 
enced novel-readers and movie-goers will have little diffi- 
culty guessing that Dan going turn out 
Somebody’s Son, but doesn’t guess himself till page 
248, and the Full Truth isn’t made known until the last 
page but four. 


When Dan was thirteen, the sinister Ralph (whose real 
name Ralph Dunbarton) comes “Pa’s” house for 
few hours, wondering Noel Reed, violinist, his brother. 
seems doesn’t recognize him. But brings with 
him his little daughter, Cleo, agen ten. The two children, 
one afternoon, fall passionately love. The scene 
beggars description. They swear eternal fidelity, but 
not meet again till they are grown up. Dan recognizes 
Cleo, but she doesn’t recognize him, though she remem- 
bers the boy, Dan. Why doesn’t tell That the 
sort question that doesn’t get asked story like this. 
Anyway, doesn’t prevent them from having plenty 
love-scenes together. Madeline appears 
devastatingly beautiful, but generally exuding hatred, 
malice and many other undesirable qualities. After good 
deal Olde Spanish Mosse atmosphere, Dan and 
Cleo (who elegant her mother, Madeline, awe- 
ful) run off and get married negro preacher. But 
the wedding night occurs Dan that probably 
Dunbarton, and that and Cleo may half brother 
and sister. Before things are finally cleared nice 
assortment wickedness dragged out the past, 
with the aid gruesomely muttering ravingly de- 
mented characters: poisonous snakes have been left 
people’s beds: new-born babies have been exposed the 
elements (but rescued true Shakespearean style); almost 
everybody hates everybody else, with the exception Pa, 
who undefeatedly loves Madeline the last page, rattle- 
snake rattlesnake. Then she gets killed the hurri- 
cane, think, but that not clear might 
case anyone really anxious know, Dan turns out 
Bruce’s illigitimate son, and Cleo can get married 
all right. 


Perhaps the most astounding thing about this book what 
the publisher says about it: “Castle the Swamp one 
those novels, nowadays too seldom found, which will 
appeal all intelligent and imaginative readers.” Yes, 
wonderful for when you want give that intelligence 
yours holiday. 

Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College the 

Sacred Heart, 
New York, 


Rose, Billy. Wine, Women and Words. Simon and. 


Schuster. Oct. 15, 1948. 295p. $3.00. 


Only such showman extraordinaire Billy Rose could 
have written this collection anecdotes, biographical 
incidents and personal trivia. Most these sidelights 
Broadway’s great and near-great have appeared before 
the author’s syndicated column. very light, witty 
and often charming style, traces his spectacular rise 
the position most publicized cabaret owner and 
extravaganza producer. tells many his favorite 
stories, and pictures some the zany characters who have 
crossed his path. refers his marriage comedienne 
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Fanny Brice the day when automatically became 
known Mr. Brice. Romance with swimming champion 
Eleanor Holm begins his Aquacade. After his divorce 
and the sports celebrity are married. 


The title has been admirably chosen. indeed book 
about wine, women and words, typifying the current 
materialistic philosophy. The only notable exception 
very nicely done serious chapter religious bigotry 
and racial hatred. Salvador Dali’s profuse illustrations 
add the general effect the Wine, Women 
and Words not for any but adults, since 
the content deals with worldly and oft-divorced set 
personalities, but within those limits Mr. Rose tried 
keep clean. 

Kathleen 

Bethesda, Maryland 


* * 


Lin Yutang. Chinatown Family. Day. Oct. 


1948. 307p. $3.00. 
This book delightful bit Chinoiserie any 


Chinese creation can be. Perhaps relief come 
upon book about the Chinese that has none the 
sordid squalor Buck the flamboyant brilliance 
Hobart; perhaps relief come upon book that 
reveals the ordinary Chinese very good people with 
simple wisdom that overcomes all obstacles and converts 
evil into good; perhaps relief come upon book 
that wholesome without being priggish and outspoken 
without being objectionable. 


Lin Yutang ostensibly turns from his philosophy fiction, 
but woven into the material Chinatown Family more 
philosophy about life and living than can easily gleaned 
from his more pretentious works. This the story 
Chinese family, Father and Mother, three sons, and 
daughter. Tom Fong comes first from Canton and, after 
some wild adventures the Klondike only briefly referred 
to, settles down basement shop upper Manhattan 
laundryman. There irons and dreams and saves 
like the laundryman Vachel Lindsay’s Chinese Night- 
ingale. does not dream fair ladies and wondrous 
gardens does Mr. Lindsay’s hero: dreams his 
wife and children who receive monthly check store 
away until the time for reunion ready. Tom’s two 
oldest sons are with him, Frederick who becomes typical 
business man, American style, and Loy who remains his 
father’s side the laundry. The Mother and Tom Jr. 
and Eva arrive New York find Loy married 
Italian Catholic called Flora and Frederick mixed with 
several unsavory characters. 

The reunion the family the first step happiness 
and prosperity. All them work together unit 
that the unit may benefit. The “Family” them the 
important thing because from the “Family” comes 
strength, encouragement, and stability. The “Family” 
worth sacrifice and the “Family” worth working 
preserve. the plot untwines, always the “Fam- 
ily” that rescues the individual and always the 
not the individual that overcomes every crisis. 


There Frederick, the insurance salesman, who 
sorbed income the expense integrity that 
almost ruined. misappropriates insurance returns 
well money entrusted him his father. marries 
Chinese cabaret entertainer who unfaithful him. 


Lin Yutang Neff 


abandons the “Family” only find that for 
and normal perspective must return that 
There Loy, the assistant laundryman, who marries th: 
Catholic Flora Maggio and through her learns the 
and the worth Catholicism thoroughly that 
mits his son baptized Catholic willingly and 
joyfully. There Tom Jr., the youngest son, who 
cated America and falls love with Elsie and 
that the daughter scholar can love the son 

laundryman return. Finally there Eva, the 
all, who finds strange freedom being 
girl and not all sure that the freedom 
the Chinese idea shelter and dependence. 


The Father the pillar that supports the family, and th: 
Mother that pillar base capital, the principk 
that gives its support that pillar. There 
portrayal father and mother working perfect har. 
mony. Harmony the result their cooperation. 
willingness the Father and the wisdom the Mothe 
produce family group that kind and tolerant, 
yet generous, hard-working yet enjoying simple 


This book can recommended for its story. This book 

can recommended for its quiet but deadly 
book can recommended inspiration any family 
because the wisdom and sensibility that 
addition, Lin Yutang shows strange 
appreciation the meaning and value Catholicity. 
reader cannot but wonder being led toward the 
Faith some simple honest Catholic like the Fong 
family led toward Flora. reader cannot but 
enjoy and remember Chinatown Family. 


Rev. Wm. Noé Field, 
Seton Hall College, 
South Orange, 


Neff, Emery. Edwin Arlington Robinson. 


Oct. 28, 1948. 286p. $3.50. 


The second volume the new American Men Letters 
series useful, anecdotal -but somewhat impersonal 
record the life and letters Edwin Arlington 
son. The general plan the book that the old 
fashioned literary biography: chronological outline with 
individual poems and poetic passages related vital 
statistics, revelations the personal correspondence 
the poet, events the world outside the Robinson 
microcosm, which seems have had three centers 
equal Maine, the community 
Harvard undergraduates, and Greenwich Village. is, 
repeat most useful book and one which any casual 

standing and “appreciating” the poems—in the way that 
one might find help the program notes unfamiliar, 
but not too bewildering symphony. not inspired 
study, nor will the reader feel that has hand those 
fresh and unique insights which has come expect 
the best modern critics. There none that explication 
admittedly, can both tedious and 
inspired—that characteristic the Kenyon critics. Nef, 
the author The Poetry History, relates 
life and works the political and social movements 
his generation, but not the systematic way that done 
some the better Leftist reviews. The closest parallel 
the method the book the approach surver 
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course American Literature, with the lecturer filling 
gps student information that could better handled 
the history department. 


The method not unsuited the kind poet Robinson 
happened be. Isolated and solitary most his life, 
for considerable period his income was derived from 
sinecure given him enthusiastic Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, who, unhandicapped civil service rules 
and congressional snoopers, had been moved the 
interest his fourteen year old son, Kermit, stimulate 
public interest Robinson’s work through the pages 
The New Outlook. The period may have been, Neff 
sterile one for American verse, but one can’t 
help bowing the political broadness generation 
which would allow president pad the public payroll 
with obscure poet—without philistine quips from 
press devoted Plain People and, matter fact, 
without even the pretense work Robinson’s part— 
but also publish his love and understanding anything 
more esoteric than Home the Range. 


social isolationist, Robinson was common Gardiner 
Republican. regarded Bryan “the greatest 
figure America since Lincoln.” 
for Neff “the finest our political Robinson 
deeply into the weaknesses our national 
character and phrasing them unforgettably” seems have 
abiding validity American political life. 
“The power yours, but not the sight 
You see not upon what you tread; 
You have the ages for your guide, 
But not the wisdom led.” 


Mr. Neff has made comprehensive study all the 
which scholars prize highly. has managed 
give full and frequently engaging account Harvard 
the teaching days Santayana, Royce, and Charles 
Eliot Norton and William Vaughan Moody, Norman 
Hapgood, Robert Morss Lovett writing for one another 
the undergraduate literary periodicals. Like many 
another Harvard undergraduate Robinson was tongue-tied 
and tied into psychological knots the apparent brilliance 
everyone around him. Harvard became for Robinson 
living, and somewhat pathetic, yardstick culture and 
was employed for while reluctant 
derk the office President Eliot and returned periodi- 
cally the Cambridge magnet after the end any official 
connection with the university. The fact that Mr. Neff 
has not been able conceal the evidence that Robinson 
was something perpetual undergraduate, who could 
never without the bull sessions and absorbing com- 
panionship his old Harvard friends. resented their 
inevitable scattering and the betrothals two them. 
had admit that their inability monopolizec 
his need for their companionship represented the com- 
ing maturity: “but,” said, “somehow with 
crotchets and childish sensibilities, cannot put away 
the old things.” went far refuse witness 
the wedding his most intimate Gardiner friend. For 
most his life Robinson suffered from his spiritual and 
emotional and financial dependence upon association with 
college friends. 

Robinson’s life before his two years “special student” 
Harvard was kind from which there seemed 
release.” The family pattern was one failure 
and escape. One brother, physician, lost himself 
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narcotics. The favorite Robinson, Herman, who showed 
every sign success, turned drink after the loss half 
his father’s savings. Edwin himself suffered the withering 
away his ear drum and infection the surrounding 
bones. Later, the New York period, Robinson was 
become habitual drinker, though was able, finally, 
save himself from the habit. never did get over 
abnormal shyness, even after was well known and 
liked enough able live from the returns his 
poetry and had enjoyed the acclaim that went with three 
Pulitzer prizes and adoption the Literary Guild. 
Despite Robinson’s idiosyncracies, his clinging memories 
adolescent enthusiasm, did write poetry that was 
once American, the stream new continental influ- 
ences, and the main line English poetic develop- 
ment. His philosophical interests were diverse but not 
well synthesized. his youth Robinson dabbled with 
spiritualism, Christian Science, and the eastern cultism 
which, the time, was allied interest the first 
two. His training under Royce, and his experience, con- 
vinced him that philosophical idealism was the “one 
logical and satisfactory interpretation life.” Pain and 
disappointment had led his “acceptance life” 
“kind spiritual exercise (or least chance that) 
which may, will, put ourselves beyond it.” 
felt that “the world not prison house, but kind 
spiritual kindergarten where millions bewildered infants 
are trying spell God with the wrong blocks.” 


Two early and vitally important Robinson enthusiasts were 
Alfred Noyes and Joyce Kilmer. They served re-intro- 
duce Robinson the public for the first time since the 
Roosevelt plug 1905. Kilmer 1912 hailed Robinson 
Classic Poet” the influential pages the New York 
Times Sunday Book Review; 1913 Noyes, who was all 
the rage the time proclaimed Robinson the foremost 
American poet. These and practically all other comments 
Robinson are recorded and properly indexed this 
handy volume. 


Joseph Cotter, 
John Carroll University, 


Cleveland, Ohio 


Kane, Harnett. Bride Fortune. Doubleday. Oct. 
1948. 301p. $2.75. 


Varina Howell Davis, wife the President the Con- 
federate States America, the subject this novel, 
and the “fortune” she achieved was bitter disillusionment, 
loss two children, possessions, and place, though never 
her hushand’s love. Natchez belle seventeen, she 
fell love with gentleman-farmer eighteen years her 
senior. the succeeding quarter-century, she indefa- 
tigably prodded, inspired, guided and made smooth the 
way this ex-soldier until became successively Gover- 
nor Mississippi, Senator, Secretary War, and finally 
President the seceeding states. And all the while, the 
author says, her doubts the justice slavery nagged 
her conscience, and her doubts the wisdom her 
dogmatic husband’s decisions disquieted her. 

Jefferson Davis, according the author, was slow 
action, content dominated his elder brother, but 
once convinced the righteousness decision implac- 
able his stubborness. was mistaken about States’ 
Rights, and was not strong enough far-sighted 


enough rule the new state governed, but neither, 
says Mr. Kane, was any other Southerner his time. 
Loyal his friends, refused replace them even when 
they failed. 


The plot concerns Varina’s early meeting with her future 
husband, their life together Briarfield, Mississippi, the 
years Washington City when was Congress, the 
war years the provisional capitol Montgomery, Ala- 
bama, and the second capitol, Richmond, and her 
efforts after the war obtain her husband’s freedom. 
Familiar historical figures walk and out the pages 
(Robert Lee particularly well done), her small 
children and occasional slave. The background 
sketchy, however, with none the lush richness detail 
that Margaret Mitchell, Hervey Allen, Margaret Leach, 
al, have brought expect. Neither the main 
characters achieve depth roundness reality. 


More compelling are the incidental historical facts that 
the non-historian has missed high-school and college 
history texts. Mr. Kane points very successfully, for 
instance, the boomerang that States’ Rights proved 
when carried its logical extreme. Conscription came 
much too late aid the Southern cause because its oppo- 
nents called violation their platform. Slavery 
itself, that principle for which thousands non-slave 
owners fought and died, would have been jettisoned 
one stage the conflict doing the South could 
have enlisted the aid England—but the Confederate 
leaders yielded this point two years too late. 


pleasant but superficial novel, sympathetically but im- 
partially related. 


Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Fast, Howard. Glorious Brothers. Little, Brown. 


Oct. 1948. 280p. $2.75. 


Howard Fast sufficiently known for his historical fiction 
require that due consideration given his new 
work, Glorious Brothers, tale the Machabean 
revolt the second century before Christ. The story 
told the last the great Machabees, Simon, and set 
the form reminiscence prompted the arrival 
Judea inquisitive Roman legate. Lentulus Silanus 
has come Judea guile, seeking determine the 
nature the land and the people, toward the day when 
the Roman Senate should find expedient follow 
his mission with the legions, but Simon, recognizing the 
deceit, nevertheless writes down honestly, concealing noth- 
ing, the true history his family and their wars against 
the Seleucid empire. 

Simon’s narrative commences the boyhood days the 
brothers, the sons Mattathias, the little village 
Modin. According the tale, the killing Pericles, 
brutal Greek warden, the sons Mattathias the 
initial blow struck their war for 
afterward, Mattathias himself, the spiritual leader the 
village, kills renegade Jew the presence Apelles, 
the new warden. Sworn the tvrant and 
avenge the the Temple Jerusalem, the 
Machabees flee the wilderness Ephraim where they 
organize rebellion. Judas arpointed militarv leader 


resist 


SELLER 


and, with the example his fighting father, goes 
develop army from the farmers and herdsmen 
Judea. For the first time the Judeans are schooled 
partisan tactics. Spending years the field against 
forces the empire, Judas able register 
series victories against superior armies. Through 
battles and the bivouacs the story runs the glorioy 
day the great tragedy. The death Judas the 
leading hopelessly outnumbered and trapped forces, 
end the tale Simon. But the death Judas 
seen the sacrifice which reached fruition the days 
peace and wisdom, unharried tyrants, under 


Following the written narrative Simon, which 
turned over the Roman legate for perusal, repor 
Lentulus the Roman Senate, expressing the 
tion that the Judeans are hateful race, alien all 
who must, because their radical rejection 
slavery, exterminated. Notwithstanding the 
belief, possibly further its realization, 
the unwilling Simon send emissaries the Senate 
Rome. the departure Lentulus, 
recounts dream which foresees the 
the fear and hatred the Roman, the destruction 
Jerusalem, but with consolation the knowledge the 
his people will ever resist tyranny. 

The story the Machabees truly glorious one which 
deserves retelling for the edification the modern. How. 
ever, this present telling some minor flaws must 
noted. little disconcerting find that the 
tive technique Simon Machabee bears strange resem- 
blances the style the ultra-contemporary James 
Cain. This anachronism, side side with the over 
blown pseudo-biblical prose sometimes used, brings 
result some fairly vivid and moving writing 
fundamentally bad writing. One particularly exasperating 
trick exemplified the author’s use the expression 
describe the dwellings Modin. Why word 
unjustified either English Hebrew? And, given 
why contraction? 


Repetitive and verbose explanation the motives the 
also slow down the riotous progress the story 
without adding significantly the suspense the 
characterization. The letter Lentulus, while not 
“little masterpiece,” the best writing the 
virtue lying the irony implicit the Roman’s estimate 
the people Judea. 


its 


Two grave historical lapses appear the novel, both 
them marring its value markedly because they affect the 
very core the work. The great interest Fast’s 
work for the tale the revolt. represented that 
the Romans sought out the Judeans, presumably 
upon them, the old age Simon, the last the 
tiations with the rising power the 
relations between Rome and Judea were opened shortly 
before the death Judas Machabeus, long before the rule 
Simon, and they were opened the action Judas 
who sent two nephews the Roman Senate, proffering 
assistance any war that Rome might wage 
for similar consideration fact, the Romans 
accepted the alliance, and pursuant the treaty, 
patched letter Demetrios, the Antioch, 
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would met the Romans “by sea and land.” 
Such move the Roman part was prevented the 
death Judas prior the delivery the démarche 


Demetrios. 


The other great inaccuracy lies omission. The novel 
from death Judas the latter days Simon, 
out any reference the time Jonathan, the 
who succeeded Judas power. Jonathan ruled 
much ordinary secular king, accepting favor and 
honor from the arch-enemy Demetrios, 
from one the other the pretenders the 
Antioch. 


While minor deviations from the historical record may 
justified the literary exigencies, the major discrepan- 
can explained only the light effort sup- 
thesis. The thesis apparent here, that the tradi- 
personal liberty and freedom from oppression 
exclusive property Hebrew civilization. truth, 
this thesis could more generalized the statement 
that the Hebrews are the source most the spiritual 
our civilization, and adequate support could 
for it. But doubtful that overly-simplified, 
and white account that ignores facts the best 
method inducing acceptance. The frequent sneering 
the book all other civilizations the 
Western world are scarcely designed promote the 
that implicitly claimed. And hard 


the truest obedience God” the Machabees, 

when fairly probable that the expression eighteenth 
origin. all, too, Judas Machabeus and 
his Simon are reduced mere libertar- 
biblical counterparts “Citizen Tom Paine”. Their 
significance suppressed, and the picture 
udas leader ignores his functions High 
Priest which never discharges the novel. The true 
the Machabees are somewhat distorted. 


Undoubtedly, Howard Fast has considered the timeliness 
inspirational appeal the traditions the Hebrews 
with the present nationalist movement 
Possibly carpingly, but inevitably, one wonders 
whether Fast concerned out sincere conviction, 
because the party-line, which would have prohibited such 
the Zionist cause decade ago, has changed. 
While Brothers hardly the pure elixir 
be, and while its glibness prevents any com- 
between and other, greater, studies biblical 
imes, its virtue presenting interesting and important 
history vivid fashion probably outweighs 
historical inaccuracies. Read purely story which 

prompt further study the period, will found 
wift and moving narrative, above the average the day. 


Clinton 


Frank, Pat. Affair State. 
15,1948. 256p. $2.75. 

that just misses being very exciting. Young Jeff 
Baker, after the war over, has yen work for the 
State Department, chiefly because, don’t 
ant see any more wars. want what can 
another war.” succeeds his ambition, and 
third secretary the Legation Budanest 


Lippincott. Sept. 


Frank 


what gained attributing the slogan “Resistance 


There contacted man knew from his soldier 
days Italy, one Leonides Lasenko, major the Russian 
Air force, man had liked and trusted. Meeting him 
again, learns that Leonides’ ostensible job keep 
watch the Americans Budapest. Actually 
member the Russian Underground. 


The basis the story Leonides confiding Jeff the 
secret the Russian Underground, whose existence 
the Americans and British are completely ignorance, 
and also the penetration the Reds the “Atlantis 
Project,” kind American Underground being organized 
Budapest against the day when the seemingly inevi- 
table war with Russia will break out. Jeff gets into serious 
trouble with his superiors for with Russian, 
and first dares not let them know where Leonides’ true 
sympathies lie. Black marks pile against Jeff, largely 
account his Chief, Admiral Blenkenhorn’s hostility. 
The Admiral diehard the old school, glorifying 
war, and believing that shell-shock, which Jeff had 
been victim, synonymous with cowardice. Jeff has 
learnt from Leonidas the plans for the setting 
“free Russia” radio station, but can get one believe 
him without producing such compromising proofs will 
betray Leonidas the Reds. Jeff sent back the 
his career ruined; but few months later the 
first Russian resistance station went the air, thus vindi- 
cating him; and presumably reinstated. 


The book well constructed, the mystery story tradi- 
tion. Numbers innocuous stupid remarks and inci- 
dents, scarcely noticed the time, weave together 
convincing and logical whole. The character drawing, 
with one exception, good and consistent, most people 
having their fair share decency and loyalty, well 
their human weaknesses. The writing light and simple, 
the conversations convincing—on the whole, for book 
this type, commendably free from coarseness and pro- 
well conveyed, and the tension life there, the rumours 
and the everlasting propaganda. hilarious incident 
the broadcasting Radio Sofia bloody revolution 
America. “It seems the revolt southern leader 
named Jim Crow. All the southern governors sena- 
tors have sworn they will uphold him.” 


Yet the novel just lacks thrilling suspense. Can 
that are fed such strong meat nowadays that book 
where people are stupid rather than villainous, where 
obtuse people rather than spies disguise are the rule, 
somehow fails The story neither quite serious 
enough nor quite adventurous enough. falls between 
two stools. 


However, could unreservedly recommended for light 
entertainment were not for the asinine feminine ele- 
ment, dragged the hair the head for reason 
whatever. One might well imagine that Pat Frank wrote 
the originally without any such element, and then 
suddenly became afraid the book would not sell because 
there was dirt it. Accordingly, the incredible char- 
acter Susan Pickett had concocted and stuck 
the beginning and end the Susan, widow 
Army man killed the Pacific, refuses let Jeff 
make love her the first time takes her out, the 
eround that she doesn’t intend love anyone else be- 
cause she might lose them another war and she has 
heen hurt The time meet, before his 
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flight Budapest, she becomes his mistress. Jeff apparent- 
intends marry her eventually, but knows she broad- 
minded enough not object any amours may hap- 
pen have while away from her. The entire “love” 
interest completely amoral, and completely extran- 
eous the story itself. cheapens and degrades other- 
wise good book, and pitiful commentary the taste 
the average reading public. 


Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College the 
Sacred Heart, 

New York, 
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Krutch, Joseph Wood. Henry David Thoreau. Wil- 
Sloane Associates. Oct. 11, 1948. 298p. $3.50. 


Professor Krutch’s critical biography Thoreau the 
first volume the new American Men Letters Series. 
sets very high standard for the other biographies, 
which the second, Robinson, already print and 
twenty are under preparation. the announced authors 
live their established reputations and the quality 
this inauguration, the series promises distin- 
guished collection that should standard for many 
years. 

easy for the student Thoreau caught the 
confusion New England transcendentalism yielding 
the temptation explore the devious elements that the 
system tried hold together and becoming lost specu- 
lative One the chief virtues the present 
study that sees through the obscurities the essen- 
tials, and application Thoreau’s own basic injunc- 
tion achieves exposition admirable 
clarity and justice. The famous individualist emerges 
not eccentric precursor the flag-pole sitters 
today but essentially human social reformer whose 
reclusive preferences did not extinguish sense humor 
happy confidence the liveableness life. 


The opening chapter blows away the smoke both popu- 
lar misconception and the man’s own mysticism present 
penetrating portrait of. his personality 
achievement. shows Thoreau neither ascetic nor 
unsociable his minimizing creature comforts, but 
man whose principal merit was the creation sincere 
and happy life and whose greatest literary effort self- 
portrait. was this quality that led Sam Staples say 
after visit during the final illness, never saw man 
dying with much pleasure and peace.” 


The later pages follow chronology from birth Con- 
cord 1817 death from tuberculosis forty-five years 
later. The record, however, omits much detail inci- 
dent, and from that standpoint the definitive life 
Thoreau yet written. Krutch follows the estab- 
lished approach subordinating narrative ideological 
evolution. Thoreau’s growth into independence began 
with youthful enthusiasm for Wordsworth, Goethe, Cole- 
ridge, and Carlyle; passed through what the author calls 
“monkish” rejection sensuality any form, including 
Whitman’s poetry and feminine company; and brought 
rather quickly departure from Emerson, whose influence 
Krutch considers less intimate and extensive than com- 
monly supposed because Thoreau favored metaphysical 
approach from the wrong end, experience rather than 
thought, and therefore found Emerson’s intellectualism 


Krutch Anderson 


uncongenial. This analysis makes use some 
only recently available, but depends chiefly 
careful study the fourteen volumes the Journal. 


Considerable space necessarily devoted 
valued both for its imagination and its social 
The themes discerned are chiefly three: mysticism, “sym, 
pathy with wildness nature and man,” and the plea 
practical simplicity. The last chapter reports the 
publication Thoreau’s writings, summarizes the 
ment has had from the early disparagement 
and Stevenson the more penetrating critiques Pay! 
Elmer More and Bernard Smith, and examines his 
merits. analysis pays tribute Thoreay; 
prose for its suggestiveness, figurative color, 
emphasis, homely vocabulary, and quiet humor. 
passages, however, not outweigh the bulk the book 
which emphasizes the sociological rather than the 
aspects its subject. 

The book belongs any collection that pretends 
interest American culture, and deserves 
recommendation all mature readers. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


* 


Anderson, Robert Gordon. The City and the Cathe 
dral. Oct. 20, 1948. $3.50. 


This the story Paris and its magnificent Cathedral 
Notre Dame the thirteenth century—the “greatest 
centuries” the phrase Doctor Walsh. reader 
this volume need not student history appre 
ciate better Doctor Walsh’s well-known thesis. 


The City and the Cathedral are not treated two part 
this book, succession. Paris, for Mr. Anderson, 
Notre Dame, rather, Notre Dame the heart, the 
living source Parisian life, high and low, the thir 
teenth century. All who lived Paris, sojourned 
there—kings, saints, scholars, scientists, sempstresses, 
sans, tumblers, beggars—all were under the benign influ 
ence the high Lady who gave her name God’s 
nificent Gothic house there. That only say that 
book Catholic book the best sense that ill-defined 
term, often used literary criticism. 


Mr. Anderson’s knowledge everything about Paris 
that time prodigious. packs his pages with factual 
information historical, biographical, antiquarian and 
yet deftly manages, for the most part, make the ston 
swift, even exciting times. Perhaps this the 
technical achievement the book. But the secret the 
clean unity imposes such heterogenous 
are included, his own affectionate (may one 
loving) regard for the Cathedral and the city life 
gently rules. sub-title, modestly calls his 
“reflection the glory” Paris and her Cathedral. 


might better called re-creation the glory both 


The style elaborately ornate, old fashioned, perhaps, 
some standards. Its balance, use figures, rhythms 
which the subject demands. Gothic life could hardly 
described the popular understatement method. 

one fault deserves word, that the opening page 
are too heavily laden with and description. 
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One paragraph, page nineteen, for example, has eight 
many lines. This might frighten away 
the casual reader. But once the author has reached 
chapter three, and Louis France, King and Saint, the 
quickens, and runs swiftly the close. 


Joseph Kelley, 
Department English, 
Moyne College, 
Syracuse, 


* 


Knox, Fr. Ronald. The Mass Slow Motion. Sheed 
and Ward. Sept. 20, 1948. 139p. $2.50. 


literary commonplace that the most effective 
products oral delivery travel badly, like good wine, and 
not always show much effect print. This 
might expected particularly true when addresses 
children are put into book form for adult consumption, 
Alice Wonderland the contrary notwithstanding. 
This little book composed mainly sermons the 
which Msgr. Knox gave group boarding school 
whom was chaplain during the war years. Only 
the Introduction, quick survey the Mass whole, 
has been written especially for adults. What Msgr. Knox 
has attempted objectifying the personal experience 
(or experiences) that make his daily Mass; talks 
“shout the odd bells that ring own mind, the odd 
that open own view...” admits 
that the result may severe test the public’s patience, 
and there some reason believe that may right, 
though there can little doubt their success with the 
schoolgirls his original congregation. 


Because the thoughts aired here are Msgr. Knox’s private 
each part the Mass, and because the “odd 
that ring his mind are numerous and 
pattern was ever involved the ringing 
bob major, quotation necessary show how 
the reader likely embarrassed, rather than other- 
after the Gospel, which requires sort Polar 
the unvisited wilds the north end the 


one those big days, you get the Credo 
something relief; charity has burnt low, there 
still faith anyhow; the Credo, with those phrases 
the beginning which send your mind, sometimes, rocket- 
ing heavenwards without very much consciousness 
what you are saying; and the splendid dramatic 
moment homo factus est, with the noise kicking 
and scraping behind you, where rheumatic knees are 
being laboriously bent honour God made Man. 
And then follows the odd Dominus vobiscum and 
Oremus which isn’t followed anything; suppose 
once came just front the Secret prayers, some- 
thing like that. Standing inconclusive does, has 
the suggestion being mere excuse for taking peep 
behind you, and seeing that all the congregation are 
still there 
the end the Lavabo, “the priest, who has been 
marching and fro, and turning round and bowing 
the altar rather pleased, forgiven sort way, comes 
toa halt again the middle, and bends down say 
that nice, comprehensive prayer, the Suscipe, sancta 
Trinitas. Once more, the beginning Mass, 
can’t remind himself that are family 


Knox Doherty 
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The Sanctus bell “all part this business about the 
holy Angels and the priest feeling that he’s just arrived 
the door heaven, and can look through the key- 
hole. Having arrived the door, ring the bell. 
show the holy Angels that are there. ‘Please 
say that Mary Jane has come call’—that the point 
the Sanctus bell.” 


should like repeat that have doubt the success 
these sermons originally, and even this form, they 
may useful for younger children who want read 
about the Mass—though perhaps Msgr. Knox’s Briticisms 
may cause even them some trouble. That they will have 
much attraction for adults very unlikely. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Reference Librarian, 

Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Doherty, Eddie. Martin. Sheed and Ward. Sept. 


27,1948. 214p. $2.50. 


you pick Martin anticipating, from the pen 
old newspaper man, realistic, human-interest packed 
biography the wonder-working Negro Dominican, you 
will disappointed. you are interested Eddie 
Doherty’s spiritual evolution from Gall and Honey and 
Splendor Sorrow, and wish continue his meditations, 
you will find the book rewarding. 


The preface warns that this “life” Blessed Martin 
orres combines both fact and fancy, but such warning 
hardly prepares the reader for what come. There the 
two sources are indicated, biographical materials from the 
collection Norbert Georges, O.P., and interviews with 
the Mother God. Father Georges was not overworked; 
the Blessed Virgin was. The social principles Mrs. 
Doherty, the Baroness Hueck, although not cited the 
preface, were frequently and easily discernible. 
The frame the work the Stations the Cross, 
which the Blessed Virgin plays Virgil Martin’s Dante 
the inferno the Via Dolorosa. Juxtaposed with the Sta- 
tions are the biographical chapters, which the author 
attempts realistic presentation the difficulties Mar- 
tin’s life colonial Peru—his burdens illegitimacy, 
parental indifference, and poverty—as parallel the life 
Christ. The realism too soon fades, however, favor 
mystical sentimentalism, social moralizing, and over- 
emphasized miracle-working. 


The purpose the book twofold, publicize the life 
Blessed Martin and, consequence, awaken 
America’s social and spiritual consciousness. The pur- 
pose laudable, but the means used are impractical. 
record personal meditations the work commend- 
able. satisfactory life Blessed Martin, the work 
The factual material lost the cloying “spiri- 
that obscures the real Martin. Mr. Doherty, 
one may judge his ability his autobiography, Gall and 
Honey, obviously has the power evoking living, con- 
flict-tossed human regrettable that did not 
the case Blessed Martin. 

Peter Hogan, 

St. Joseph’s Seminary, 


Washington, 
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Mannin, Ethel. Late Have Loved Thee. 
Sept. 24, 1948. 350p. $3.00. 


Francis Sable, the central figure this novel “spiritual 
regeneration” Miss Mannin’s twenty-sixth was born 
and bred life leisure and luxury. The Sables were 
wealthy, landed English gentry, Church-of-England and 
conscious their class. Francis was imaginative, roman- 
tic, sensitive, set himself become writer 
author novels wit-and-worldliness the desperately 
apartment Paris and moved the fashionable places 
fashionable times with the 
liked drinking and dalliance and mountain 
climbing. 


Putnam. 


His younger sister, Cathryn, had been his companion 
their childhood and school-day climbs the mountains 
about their English country home. She 
brother and looked forward the time when they would 
“climb Alp together.” Cathryn was artist, too; 
painter talent and genius. her brother, she 
broke through the coccoon the material world, and 
moved toward the spiritual through her devotion her 
painting. She becomes attracted the Catholic Church, 
partly through her mother’s earlier conversion; but mostly 
through meeting Johann Amanhauser, the son hos- 
pitable Austrian village family where she and Francis 
had gone for some winter skiing. Johann bookseller, 
and ardent admirer and student Saint Augustine 
and his writings. awakens Cathryn’s interest Saint 
Augustine, and himself, and Cathryn begins instruc- 
tion, London, for her reception into the Catholic 
Church, under the guidance another devotee Saint 
Augustine, the Irish Jesuit, Father O’Connor. 


second trip Austria, that summer, following her 
conversion and returning the Amanhauser’s hospitality, 
Cathryn and Francis climb their Alp, few days after 
Cathryn and Johann have announced their betrothal. 
Because has been some time since she has done any 
real climbing, Cathryn and Johann make practice climb 
another mountain before she and Francis set out alone 


their long-promised climb. Francis, wanting off 
another expedition with two German climbers, gives 
Cathryn only one day’s rest between the two climbs, 
that when Cathryn dies fall the return trip down 
from the peak, Francis feels responsible for the accident, 
and tries drown his remorse brandy. shocked 
out his long debauch attempt suicide his 
devoted secretary, Johnny Puckhurst; and assisted 
Lotte and Johann Amanhauser begin new life. Lotte, 
with whom almost love, helps her understand- 
ing tact; Johann the more forthright insistence his 
facing his remorseful fear night the mountain 
where Cathryn had died. through Johann, too, that 
Francis begins read the “Confessions” Saint Augus- 
tine. 

From point on, Francis begins his regeneration, seeking 
the spiritual counsel Father O’Connor, who sends him 
Ireland make retreat under Father Halloran. 
Abandoning writing, well the ways his previous 
life, Francis finally decides Jesuit, ordained, 
and becomes teacher with reputation for sanctity. 
His power prayer sometimes great enough restore 
the desperately ill health. dies fever con- 
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Best 


tracted from chill rainy night’s mission 
the age forty-seven. 
novel its genre, this well done. The psycho 
logical motivation, given the premised characters, sound 
enough. But the fictional presentation deep-delving 
theme “conversion” difficult even for Undse 
Miss Mannin has done workmanlike 
even skilful job, and her personal sincerity indubitable 
However, this reviewer was always conscious that 
Have Loved Thee was written woman. 
without exception, the male characters are drawn with 
feminine hand and are the weaker, 
particularly true the central figure, Francis Sable, whos 
outlines first are the rather stereotyped ones the 
“successful they begin grow misty soon 
his “regeneration” begins, and disappear “glory glow’ 
when dons the Jesuit habit. Miss Mannin 
Augustine; nor she Sigrid Undset. 


Yet, without being hypercritical, Late Have Loved Thee 
can recommended commendably interesting and 
edifying story which frankly admits has moral and 
morality. may even have vogue lending 
where certainly will harm. 

University Scranton 


Heenan, John Carmel. The Faith Makes Sense. 
Sheed and Ward. Oct. 25, 1948. 274p. $3.00. 


his treatise elementary, apologetics, writter 
the superior the Catholic Missionary Society Great 
Britain. Fr. Heenan has had much experience work 
ing with converts and with Catholics whose thinking about 
the Faith bit muddled, that well-equipped for 
work this sort. The book takes the form series 
letters from Father Joe Sinclair, imaginary 
his niece, Ruth, love with freethinking Hugh Milton. 
that Ruth can answer Hugh’s arguments against reli- 
gion general and Catholicism particular, Fr. Sinclair 
goes over for her, his letters, the main doctrines 
Catholicism and their application way life. 


The book begins, logically, with consideration the 
nature man, the nature his mind, and the usual 
proofs for the existence soul. Having defined man, 
possible consider his relations with Supreme 
Being, and the nature God gradually arrived at, 
consideration His attributes, particularly that 
which, Thomas Merton reports, attracted him when 
first studied Catholic philosophy—God’s aseity, 
ability exist independently any other being, and 
the same time the cause being all else. The 
other conventional proofs for God’s existence are more 
briefly discussed. 

successful attempt made deal with the problem 
nature and grace, and the other questions free will 
arising out the doctrine grace. this time, Ruth 
wants interrupt the theology consider the question 
whether not she really love, and there 
section dealing with Catholic thought marriage 
general, its relation religion, and the problems involved 
mixed marriages, occurs that Fr. Heenan goes 
too far and contradicts the experience many experi- 
enced priests when says, cannot call mind single 
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Catholic who grew more zealous for the 
after mixed marriage. can think hundreds 
grew progressively weaker the practice their 
(p. italics are mine. think that 
were true, would difficult explain the many 

post-matrimonial conversion the non-Catholic 
mixed marriage, and would void Paul’s 
about the unbelieving husband’s being sancti- 
the believing wife. 


The apologetic treatment resumed with discussion 
virtue Faith, the true Catholic sense, and its 
upon the believer. More the ordinary non- 
Catholic objections are taken up—the infallibility the 
Pope, the historicity miracles, the sacrament Confes- 
jon. There discussion the person Christ, His 
and his attributes, and the relation the 
Church the Bible. The whole culminates con- 
the sacramental system and the supreme 
the Mass the Catholic economy. this 
me, might said, Ruth and Hugh have gone their 

eparate ways, Hugh having refused take Catholicism 
All this has been well done, though one might object 
the artificial note involved the epistolary scheme, 
the necessity generally fictionalized tone. There 
salso the question whether not such treatise 
view all the similar works that have been 
the same line—there would seem much 
luplication, for instance, material Frank Sheed’s 
Theology and Sanity. But convert-workers are always 
for fresh material apologetics, and the book may 
value apologetics religion classes with college 
tudents. 

Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 

Reference Librarian, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Kothen Fedotov 


their souls well they handle their tools, should 
find them equally sensitive the action the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Pere Dillard, writing The Honour Being Worker, 
gives beautiful exposition the dignity manual work 
and its spiritual—and even intellectual—rewards. 
discovers the existence “working class mentality,’ 
difficult and perhaps impossible true understanding 
philosophers and scholars. was not chance, Pere 
Dillard thinks, that Christ chose worker, and “In 
our day, perhaps, would have loved steel loved 
wood. would have worked with joy welding, fitting, 
and turning, and thus been communion with the mat- 
ter whose secrets knew well.” But one would like 
quote all the several pages given Pere Dillard. 
There full description the work the priests 
the “Parish mission,” who live the midst the workers’ 
district, house and wearing clothes like those their 
flock—the Blessed Sacrament reserved behind veil 
one room their two room residence. They dress 
the workers, out among them for day’s toil, and 
always available when group “the boys” want 
drop argue about points doctrine which they 
not understand, what they regard the Church’s 
intransigence some subjects. Just how all this re- 
garded the French hierarchy treated, with docu- 
mentation, section the attitude the bishops. 


Since there will undoubtedly much interest the 
United States all these experiments, one the best 
features Abbe Kothen’s book fairly full list 
all books and periodical articles dealing with the move- 
ment. This volume will particular interest stu- 
dents sociology and the social sciences, but can read 
with profit all. 

Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 

Reference Librarian, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 


Kothen, Robert. The Priest and the 
and Ward. 64p. $1.50. Fedotov, George P., ed. Treasury Russian Spir- 

very thought- -provoking little book deals with pos- Sheed and Ward. 1948. 502p. $4.50. 
ible solutions “the great scandal the 19th century” The cosmopolitan and polylingual Maurice Baring seemed, 
the “major pre-occupation the present Pope, the for long time, have somethirg monopoly 
Hierarchy, and every loss the admiration for and recourse to, the great spiritual authors 


Church the working classes. There here described 
nainly what has been done and being done meet 
the problem France and Belgium, and much will 
those who have read Claire Huchet Bishop’s 
Alive and/or Fr. Perrin’s Priest Workman Ger- 
nany. L’Abbe Kothen points out that the force events 
luring the past century has brought that 


the Austrian Chancellor, Siepel “The 
Catholic Church lives the Capitalist way.” new 
the task re-winning the workers is, 


imperative, and the book tells some the ways 
has been, being, and might be, accomplished. 


prisons war and workmen’s communities such 
groups which Fr. Perrin tells, the French 
priests learned know the workers per- 

than does the priest usually in, say, our own coun- 

Under these circumstances, feel,” Fr. Per- 
“that the worker makes some spiritual 
only knew how handle 


and 


down into his fingers. 


the Russian Church—just as, almost alone among the 
Englishmen his time, was devoting much time and 
loving care translations and editions the great Russian 
notably. There were two main reasons, 
course, for the rest the Western world’s neglect 
the Russians—the lack English translations easily avail- 
able, and the lack competent authority the history 
the Russian Church make its story known, and 
create desire read the great authors first hand, even 
English. great impetus the study these 
figures was given, 1946, the publication Prof. 
George Fedotov’s The Russian Religious Mind; the his- 
torical framework there authoritatively and readably 
presented, Dr. Fedotov has now finely filled the 
and autobiographical writings collected 

Most what the average Western Catholic knows 
the Orthodox Church, the national church 


Russia, the result readirg such liturgical and 
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Smith 


canonical studies those Donald Attwater, but “the 
core Eastern Christianity, its spiritual life, has just 
begun the object scholarly investigation.” This 
anthology, the first such collection any language, 
attempts give the English-reading world acquaint- 
ance with those holy men who are the object Eastern 
veneration, through studies their lives, ascetical and 
spiritual treatises, and spiritual autobiographies. Nine 
the great Russian figures are presented here, covering 
period almost nine centuries, from the Life 
Theodosius (d. 1074) Nestor, through collection 
the writings Father Alexander Yelchaninov (1881- 
1934). 
The Lives SS. Theodosius and Sergius and the spiritual 
writings Nilus are interesting and edifying, but there 
seems little about them sufficient originality set them 
apart from (much less than above) the more familiar 
works and about the Desert Fathers better known 
Western Catholics. The first really absorbing, and not 
only because new, account this collection—and perhaps 
the most interesting the general reader—is The Life 
the Archpriest Avakkum Avakkum, burned 
the stake 1682, the result long and fierce 
quarrel between conservative and reform elements the 
Russian Church, considered canonized saint, Dr. Fedo- 
tov tells us, millions present-day Old Believers 
and though sanctity the Roman Catholic 
church knows it, scarcely discernible this queer auto- 
biography, one can quarrel with the editor’s description 
Avakkum “forceful character”. The shipwrecks, 
floggings, and prison terms Paul pale (if may 
said without irreverence) into insignificance beside the 
troubles which Avakkum seems always have been 
immersed, and out which always managed emerge 
triumphant and unruffled. difficult find passages 
which best exemplify all this, since they are many, but 
perhaps the following will suffice: 
officer took away maid, the daughter widow, 
and employed him give her back her mother. 
But raised storm against me. His men came 
the church and crushed the life out me: lay 
senseless the ground for half hour 
came back live the will God Then the 
devil prompted him and came the church where 
was, and beat me, and dragged the ground, 
and recited prayer all the while. 


Afterwards another officer found occasion moved 
with fury against me; came running house, 
beat me, and buried his teeth finger like dog. 
And when his throat was filled with gore, released 
attacked once more, with two small 
ing close me, fired one them. the will 
ground and fired the other pistol and the will God 
was exercised once more, and the pistol did not 
off was enraged with because the chant- 
ing the church; wanted done with 
patch, and said the office according the rule, with- 
out haste. Then deprived house and 
drove out into the road, plundering everything, and 
giving bread for the journey. 

very difficult feel that Avakkum was true saint, 

but certainly this autobiography belongs with the classics 

that genre. 


Best SELLER 


The eighteenth century represented Tychon 
1783), the Memoirs Chebotarev; and 
(1759-1833), the classical study whom, 
man, Dobbie-Bateman, given full. Much 
spiritual (though, must said, less interesting) 
than that Avakkum, the autobiography the 
known “Pilgrim”, who flourished the nineteenth 
tury, and are brought closer still our own time ap. 
other self-revelation, Fr. John Sergieff’s (John 
Life Fr. John lived from 1829 1908, and 
especially the last two decades his life, had 
reputation man prayer and notable thaumaturge 
The “Fragments Diary” Fr. Alexander 
(1881-1934) conclude the volume, and are not its 
impressive contribution; oftentimes the pithiness jotted. 
down fragments commends them the hasty reader 
the one with but moment spare. The fine photo 
graphic study Fr. Yelchaninov (one many good 
illustrations), seems (though this may 
tion) striking pictorial presentation the 
religious character—intense, piercing-eyed, determined 
see God only and wholly. 


overview hitherto neglected section Chris 
tianity, and auxiliary devotional reading, this Treasun 
highly recommended. 
Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Reference Librarian, 
Catholic University America, 


Washington, 


Smith, Bradford. Americans from 
cott. Aug. 25, 1948. 409p. $5.00. 


One the volumes the Peoples America series, this 
extremely well done study deals with the contributions 
the country and the history, relation America, 
group about which most our thinking late has been 
emotional, rather than intellectually 
there are still many who doubt the ability the Japanese 
contribute positively development America, 
Mr. Smith realizes, and felt necessary preface 
his work with fairly discussion the question 
Tolerance, particularly with regard racial 
Nor the problem ever really absent from the book. 


Smith first traces the history the Japanese America, 
beginning with the arrival New Bedford, 1844, 
Manjiro Nakahama (rechristened John 
Yankees who found the original name too difficult); 
was brought the American whaler John Howland, 
which had rescued from shipwreck him and four com 
panions; the other four chose dropped 
but inner compulsion made John Mung taken 
America. The Howland’s captain more less adopted 
the lad, who was raised Fairhaven, Mass., growing 
American ways. Another disaster sea was 
sible for being captured the Japanese, who put him 
work man between the shogun and 
modore Perry, then engaged breaking down the exclu 
sion policy Japan. 


began come the outposts America 
1868, when large numbers were first imported for indus 
trial purposes the Hawaiian Islands. 1870, there 
were only Japanese the continental United States 
until 1898, less than 2,000 came each year, but the annex 
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Hawaii caused great jump 1900, when there 
the the all-time high 12,626. This flood 
halted 1907, the so-called Gentlemen’s Agree- 
nent between Japan and the S., which Japan agreed 
issue any more passports Japanese laborers, 
only intellectuals and the like; return, America 
abolish Japanese segregation the schools 
West. 1924 was passed the Japanese Exclusion 
Act, stopping further Japanese emigration, and preparing, 
thinks, for the war which Japan began seventeen 
later. 


This book exceptionally difficult review, because 


author’s choice subject arrangement, which takes 
heed chronological limitations. easier point 
specific chapters that seem exceptionally well done, 
outline the work whole. Most readers will 
ind highly informative and well written the chapters 
Ways the People; Crisis, Custom, and Festival; 
Religion and the Four Virtues. the last-mentioned 
hapter, the author describes the 
makes the Japanese fluctuate between Buddhism 
Shintoism, with occasional look other direc- 
Japanese uses Buddhism for death and memorial 
services; turns Shinto for christening 
cation, sometimes also for healing protecting 
charms. looks Confucianism for code be- 
havior Yet the average Japanese has little idea 
the meaning Buddhism and less coherent notion 
any religious principles lying behind Shinto The 
word. 


This last statement would refuted the prosperity 
weral monastic houses Japan, where the Trappists have 
ing flourished, and where the Benedictines John’s 
Collegeville are just about make new foun- 
Mr. Smith, fact, says nothing about Catholi- 
either the mother country among the Japanese 
The many cults quack and pseudo-reli- 
nature which the ill educated among the Japanese 
prey, are well described. Mr. also considers the 
often made our Army men, that the Shinto 
and its priests constituted real military danger; 
partly true, because the close connection be- 
ween Shinto and the doctrine national destiny. all 
Buddhism has seemed free. 


There are traced great detail, and through very large 
the book, the relations between Japanese and 
Hawaii and the Western part the United 
the progression anti-Japanese feeling con- 
incingly marked out, and its illogicality and the amount 
damage has done, convincingly presented. 
American will read without some feeling shame the 
the concentration camps, the uprooting 
mocent families, and the conniving that ruined most 
financially. Loyal Japanese Americans are allowed, 
pages, describe their own feelings the dia- 
anti-Japanese campaigns, not yet over some parts 
country. goes without saying that there are full 
Nisei heroism the recent War, and 
the exploits the “Go For 

loward the end the book, there detailed account 
the Japanese have adapted themselves the exclu- 


Dallin 
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sion legislation the West Coast; the largest colony 
have arisen since the war seems that Chicago— 
but other midwestern cities have assimilated thousands, 
and there seems good evidence that they contribute noth- 
ing but good civic life and the cities’ economic welfare. 
There Who” chapter distinguished Jap- 
anese Americans, and account recent legislation 
remedy the lack thinking the early 20th century. 
There are fine notes and adequate bibliography. This 
book highly recommended for high school and college 
level reading, and for general informative use. 


Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
Reference Librarian, 

Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Dallin, David Soviet Russia and the Far East. 
Yale University Press. Oct. 20, 1948. 398p. $5.00. 


“For the Far East the fighting not yet over. The Far 
East stands the threshold new series hostilities 
which will exact heavy toll human lives before 
stability and progress return there.” this latest book 
David Dallin appears the market, its concluding 
words are process realization. Mukden, the main 
Manchurian stronghold the Nationalist government 
has been lost Communist forces and reported that 
one hundred thousand Nationalist troops surrendered 
the attempted retreat the port Yingkow. Korea, 
two southern cities, Sunchon and Yosu, changed hands 
twice fortnight with loss over half thousand 
lives. 

Soviet Russia maintained precarious neutrality the 
Pacific area until her six day war with Japan, but the 
end this matter days her position changed with great 
rapidity. Soviet forces poured into the vacuum created 
the surrender Japan along battlefronts few miles 
from Vladivostok, the island Sakhalin, and the 
long frontier between Manchuria and Siberia. The cur- 
rent course events suggest that the American forces 
occupation Korea and Japan constitute the only block 
Soviet expansion the Far East. 


From 1931 until the present time, Dallin has outlined the 
Soviet policy the Far East with considerable skill. His 
work embraces not only the history Soviet relations 
with China, Japan and Korea, but also with the peri- 
areas China, Mongolia and Chinese Turkestan. 
orderly narrative the sequence events con- 
tributing the fluctuations power pressures over that 
vast area. The study embraces both the behaviour 
Soviet Russia political entity and her maneuvers 
within the borders her Far Eastern neighbors through 
the instrumentality organized Communist groups. Until 
1945, Communist success Korea was negligible. Today 
Northern Korea, the party claims membership 
Japan, Communism never developed 
influential party before the war and its prospects for the 
near future are not China, however, 
Communism has played role. Since 1931, 
there has existed Soviet government, maintaining Red 
army, and controlling sizeable territory. Since 1934, 
the Chinese Communist party was recognized second 
only that Russia streneth and importance. The 
author affords valuable information regarding Chinese 
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Communism, pointing its distinctive Chinese traits 
while factually establishing its dependence the Russian 
Soviet. Close collaboration between Russia and the Com- 
munists China, not always achieved the past, may 
expected proceed unhampered now with the parent 
organization close hand. 


There can adequate comprehension Soviet poli- 
cies unless participation Far Eastern affairs recog- 
nized vitally important part those policies. 
the mounting crises the Far East, increased attention 
will focused the daily happenings there. Dallin’s 
contribution strongly recommended for all who desire 
knowledge the political and social backgrounds the 
coming events. 

Robert Hoggson, 

Fordham University, 


New York City 


Lubac, Henri de, The Un-Marxian Socialist: 
Study Proudhon. Sheed and Ward. xvi, 304p. 
$3.50. 


Years ago, the great Bishop Emmanuel von said 
reference Proudhon: “The notorious dictum ‘Prop- 
erty theft’ something more than mere lie. Besides 
great lie, contains terrible truth. Scorn and derision 
will not dispose it. deep calleth unto deep, 
one sin against nature calls forth another. Out the 
distorted right ownership, the false doctrine Com- 
munism was begotten.” 


Father Lubac writes Proudhon the same spirit. 
sees him sensitive, tormented soul—at times fear- 
fully wrong, but never without touch nobility— 
obsessed both with the evils the time and the lethargy 
Christians combatting these 


The author appraises his subject with both insight and 
impartiality. does not spare Proudhon for his faults, 
but the same time does not let these faults obscure 
soul which was striving for justice and truth. many 
basic issues, Proudhon espoused principles which were 
basically Christian. differed violently from the ma- 
terialism and the worship expediency characteristic 
Marxism. 


This same spirit pervades Proudhon’s anticlericalism. 
criticized the clergy and the Church, not for their ideals, 
because did not think they lived these ideals. 
strongly was opposed evil that considered 
religion exclusively struggle against wrong, particu- 
larly the social field. rebelled against interpre- 
tation Providence which led supine indifference 
the problems this life. 


The book masterly study the best tradition 
scholarship. most useful warning against 
quate Christianity, the type that concentrates upon 
sonal salvation the point forgetting the great law 
Chrisian love neighbor and the apostolic mission th: 
faith. might also serve model controversy, Seeing 
the greatness that often exists even those grievous) 
wrong. For these reasons, hoped that the book 
get wide audience, spite the restricted appeal 


its subject. 
Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 
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